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mutineers and their kin, not the whole of India. And the lesson
would be a bad inheritance. Discipline will be sat least as neces-
sary under Swaraj as it is now. India under successful muti-
neers would be cut up into warring factions exhausted by
internecine strife.
India of the Congress has made little headway in the appre-
ciation of the fight for Swaraj, if it is true that hundreds would
take their places if the present ratings resigned in pursuance of
their campaign against humiliation. Can we have Swaraj for
the masses if we are so degraded that hundreds of us are ready
to swallow humiliation even to the extent of taking the places
of humiliated fellowmen ? The very thought is uhworthy of
Congressmen and that too at the moment when Swaraj is
believed to be within sight.
Those who hold that enlistment in the R. L N. is their only
means of livelihood must have a very poor opinion of them. A
soldier's is a hard life. He is disciplined to work in'co-opera-
tion and trained to work with the pickaxe and the spade. Such
a one will disdain to think that apart from soldiering he has no
means of livelihood. We have a poor opinion of soldiers, if we
think that they cannot earn their bread by the sweat of the
brow. A labourer is any day worthy of his hire. What is,
however, true is that a soldier out of'his calling will lack the
glamour and the amenities provided for him. We have wasted
precious twentyfive years if we have not yet stripped the pro-
fession of killing and destroying of the thick coat of varnish
that has covered it for so long.
Aruna Asaf Ali has been reported to have said that the rat-
ings would have gained nothing by resigning. Well, they would"
have gained honour and dignity if they had manfully given up
their job, and taught the citizens of Bombay the way to save
honour and dignity, and they would have spared'Bombay the
senseless destruction of life, property and very precious food-
stuils. Surely this would have been an achievement not quite
beneath notice.
The last statement in the reported interview is surely a con-
fusion of thought. Congressmen going to the legislatures for
conserving the honour and liberty of the country is not the same
as ratings serving, for their livelihood with the possibility of be-